The selectivity hypothesis of Meyers-Levy (1989) proposes that cognitive sex differences reflect underlying differences in information processing between males and females. Males are considered to be more likely to organize information in a self-related manner, whereas females are more likely to adopt a comprehensive approach to information processing. We tested this hypothesis in children (10-15 years) and adults using recognition memory tasks. Tests were devised which employed male-oriented objects, female oriented objects, or random objects. In both the child and adult samples, females performed significantly better than males on tests using random and female-oriented objects. Males performed at the level of females only when tested for recognition of male-oriented objects. These results demonstrate that this sex difference is present prior to puberty and support the concept of sex differences in information processing.
INTRODUCTION
Despite the equivalent overall intellectual capacity of males and females, researchers have identified gender differences in human cognition, including differences in spatial, quantitative, and verbal skills (Beatty, 1984; Halpern, 1992; Maccoby & Jacklin, 1974) . Most research in this area implicitly or explicitly assumes a basic tenet that holds that cognitive sex differences are a biologically based phenomenon which reflect evolutionary pressures related to the social structure and environment of early man (Beatty, 1984 (Beatty, , 1992 Levy & Heller, 1992; Silverman & Eals, 1992) . However, the issue is controversial, the reasons for which stem from a lack of consensus regard-
